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UrbanLife+ research project  

Drees & Sommer is supporting the development of towns and cities that take 
account of the needs of senior citizens 

Drees & Sommer has been working together with a number of partners since November 2015 on a 

ground-breaking urban planning project. The goal of the UrbanLife+ research project is to make 

everyday life easier for senior citizens with the aid of digital solutions in public spaces. Two 

districts of the German city of Mönchengladbach are being re-designed to allow elderly people to 

move safely around the city without hindrance, thereby providing pioneering examples for the 

future of urban planning.  

Pedestrian crossings with lights that stay green longer when needed; benches to which people with 

poor circulation can be directed in the event of an emergency; kerbs that lower to accommodate 

walking frames; street lights that adjust their strength to suit the visual faculties of passers-by and 

sensors that alert people to danger at street crossings and junctions, to name but a few examples. 

With the assistance of Human Technology Interaction (HTI) Drees & Sommer, together with eleven 

other project participants, is involved in making everyday life safer for seniors.  

To this end, experts in the fields of business informatics, computer sciences, health and nursing 

sciences, and urban planning have come together for the next five years under the aegis of the 

University of Hohenheim. The 6.2-million euro project has its origins in a competition on innovations 

for communities and regions in demographic change (Innovationen für Kommunen und Regionen im 

demografischen Wandel - Innoc Komm) and receives support from the Federal Ministry of Education 

and Research. All of the practical testing is taking place in Mönchengladbach’s districts Rheindahlen 

and Hardterbroich. 

Safety atlas shows the way 

In addition to the intelligent lighting, kerbstone and bench prototypes, it is planned to establish a 

type of safety atlas as a basis for the further development of street furniture. The safety atlas will act 

as a repository of data and detailed analytical findings. The team from Drees & Sommer will devise 

the guidelines for this element of the project, which will include all of the relevant urban objects 

together with their geo-coordinates and distinctive features. Examples include benches, bus stops, 

kerbstones and cycle paths, as well as details of route surfaces, distances and inclines.  
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‘The safety atlas will show urban planners and HTI developers how to design town and city districts 

with adaptability in mind so as to permit senior citizens to continue to be part of public life. Because 

a lot of what applies to Mönchengladbach will also apply to other places”, maintained 

Mustafa Kösebay, Associate Partner at Drees Sommer SE. The company has developed GIS systems 

(geographical information systems) that can be used to keep inventories of street furniture.  

A great deal more information on the project can be found at https://www.urbanlifeplus.de. 

* * * 

Drees & Sommer: Innovative partner for Consulting, Planning, Construction and Operation. 

For over 45 years, Drees & Sommer has been supporting public- and private-sector principals and 

investors on all aspects of real estate and infrastructure. Managed by Partners and headquartered in 

Stuttgart, Germany, the company has some 2,400 employees and is represented at 41 locations 

worldwide.  

Drees & Sommer delivers these services based on the premise of integrating economy, quality and 

ecology. Drees & Sommer calls this holistic and sustainable approach ‘the blue way’. 

Drees & Sommer and EPEA Internationale Umweltforschung (Environmental Research) Hamburg are 

jointly committed to the Cradle to Cradle® principle, bringing principals, investors, architects and 

manufacturers together to promote the approach.  
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