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THE CHALLENGE



COMMUNITY SPACE GLOBAL NETWORK COLLABORATION

BUILDING AN ECOSYSTEM



BRIDGING 
URBAN CHALLENGES OF TODAY WITH 

SOLUTIONS OF TOMORROW
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Cities are Systems

Building for circularity, demographic change, 
and livability, infrastructure and mobility, zero 
waste, life-cycle assessment, business model 
innovation.
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Cities are Nature

Green cities, resilience, climate neutrality, 
regenerative cities, multi-species 

perspective, biodiversity as an asset.
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Cities are 
Communities

Preconditions for health and livability, 
coliving, diversity, citizen inclusion models, 
human-centric urban development, 
designing for participation, and democracy.







Sidehoved
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INNOVATION THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS
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DESIRE – some 
key facts
• 2-year project
• Funded by the European Union 
• One of 6 New European Bauhaus 

Lighthouse Demonstrator projects
• BLOXHUB is coordinator
• Additional 23 partners (academia, 

companies, local governments, not-for-
profit organisations, branch 
organisations)
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DESIRE

DELIVER A NEW VISION FOR 
THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

By designing products, services, experiences and systems 
to be irresistible, we aim for a future where sustainability in 
urban transformation becomes so attractive that it barely 
seems like a choice
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OUR 
OBJECTIVES
1. Create a learning environment with identifiable 

values, principles and approaches and realize it in the 
spirit of the original Bauhaus school, to enable an 
emerging learning community for aesthetic, inclusive 
and sustainable urban transformation. 

2. Deliver a DESIRE lighthouse demonstrator for local 
impact to manifest the NEB values through learnings 
from eight different territorial transformation sites 
covering multiple themes, geographies and scales. 

3. Build a scaling framework for new EU-wide value 
through a co-created platform and digital 
infrastructures for long-term triple bottom line shared 
value creation, stakeholder involvement, and 
empowerment.
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OUR APPROACHES 
AND METHODS
• Work mission-oriented and mobilise eco-systems and 

stakeholders across different sectors and levels of 
governance

• Learning-by-doing and learning-by-interaction 
mechanisms to drive learning continuously  

• Experiment through co-creation and co-design 
processes tailored to the eight territorial sites

• Think and work in nested systems to create regenerative 
capacity
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Creating 
social and 
inclusive 
housing

Reconciling 
cities with 

nature

Transforming 
through 

symbiotic 
relationships
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WHAT WE WILL  ACHIEVE
• Principles rooted in the DESIRE vision

• A DESIRE tool kit 
• Tangible transformations at eight different 

sites

• A Digital Learning Hub that collect the 
learnings and results and make them available 
for further exploration

• A framework for adaptation and scaling EU-
wide

• And thereby help policymakers make the right 
decisions, companies to engage and develop 
their businesses, and citizens to become 
engaged and empowered through a cross-
disciplinary approach.



City of Copenhagen
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